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Cannon Place
Architect: Foggo Associates
Client: Laing O’Rourke Construction South
Project completion: December 2011

Context

The construction of Cannon Place, an 8-storey 
office building above Cannon Street Station 
in London, resulted in dramatic access 
improvements to both the overland and the 
underground stations.  The concourse for the 
overland station was increased in size, addressing 
previous problems with overcrowding, passenger 
flow and wayfinding.  

Two new lifts, at either side of the existing 
entrance steps, provide access from pavement 
level up to the remodelled concourse.  One of 
these lifts links with to the underground station 
below.  Signage has been improved throughout; 
Two wheelchair accessible WCs (one as a family 
toilet with a power assisted adjustable changing 
table) are now available and the increased retail 
provision is fully accessible, as are the offices 
above.

Tapered steps up to the concourse neatly address 
the change in level in the adjacent street.  Network 
Rail is keeping passenger experience of these 
under review, as tapered steps can on occasion 
be the cause of accidents. If they are found to be a 
problem DBA has advised on a simple solution to 

render them problem free.
Innovative design solutions have been employed 
to offer fully inclusive access, such as a ‘secret 
door’ for visitors to the offices providing an 
alternative to the escalator access. This door 
identifies its presence within the large illuminated 
back wall of the entrance foyer by changing colour 
as people approach.  It then opens automatically 
allowing access to the lift lobby. Within the offices 
a flight of steps converts into a lift to link foyer 
level with the split level management and meeting 
area behind reception.

With its combination of excellent accessible 
transport links, multi-lift access and intuitive layout, 
this project has every prospect for employment 
regardless of disability or older age.  
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